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THE NEWSLETTER FOR MARSHALL UNIVERSITY • APRIL 29, 2005
(continued on page 3)
Marshall to Graduate Record Number
Marshall University will award a record high 2,863
degrees during its 168th Commencement Saturday, May 7 at
the Big Sandy Superstore Arena. The previous record
number of graduates was 2,773 in 2004.
In addition to the record number of graduates, a record
high 632 Marshall students are graduating with honors,
and 16 students – another record – are graduating with
perfect 4.0 GPAs. Commencement begins at 10 a.m.
“This is a reflection of the quality of the faculty, educa-
tional programs and students at Marshall University,”
Sarah Denman, provost and senior vice president for
academic affairs, said. “Everyone is dedicated to one goal –
to see students graduate and be successful in their lives.”
The graduating 4.0 students are:
Sarah Beth Barber of Cincinnati; Aaron Matthew
Blackshire of St. Albans, W.Va.; Andrew Robert Burk of
Wheelersburg, Ohio; Ann E. Capper of Proctorville, Ohio;
Sarah Beth Childers of Huntington; Samer Samir Hodroge
of Charleston, W.Va.; Carrie D. Holland of Huntington;
Arysta Nichelle McGill of Point Pleasant, W.Va.;
Ashley Dawn Meek of Franklin Furnace, Ohio; Nora
Leigh Shalaway of Cameron, W.Va.; Nicholas Ryan Slate of
Charleston, W.Va.; Wendi Marie Sparks of Chesapeake,
Ohio; Ashley K. Stover of Given, W.Va.; Jessica Lynn Taylor
of Whitesville, W.Va.; Stacy Lee Wickline of Fayetteville,
W.Va., and David Andrew Woods of Kenova, W.Va.
Seventy-six students are graduating summa cum laude
(3.85 to 4.0 GPA) and 168 are graduating magna cum laude
(3.6 to 3.84 GPA). Also, 264 are graduating cum laude (3.3
to 3.59 GPA). Thirty-four students are graduating with
high honors (3.7 to 4.0 GPA) from the Marshall Community
and Technical College, and 90 are graduating with honors
(3.3 to 3.69 GPA) from MCTC.
Because parking is limited near the Big Sandy
Superstore Arena, Marshall is providing shuttle buses to
transport graduates and guests to the arena for commence-
ment. People are encouraged to park on university lots at
the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center, the Welcome
Center, Joan C. Edwards Stadium and in F Lot across 3rd
Avenue from Smith Hall.
Shuttle service begins at 8:45 a.m. and occurs in 15-
minute intervals. After commencement, buses will trans-
port passengers back to campus. At the conclusion of
ceremonies for the College of Liberal Arts and the College
of Health Professions, which start after commencement at
the arena, the shuttle service will return attendees to
campus.
The following is a list of commencement-related
events centering around Marshall’s commencement:
• May 4 – 7 p.m. Charleston Graduate Hooding Cer-
emony, Charleston Municipal Auditorium
Gov. Joe Manchin III will give
the commencement address
May 7.
West Virginia Gov. Joe Manchin III will be the keynote
speaker at Marshall University’s 2005 Commencement at
10 a.m. Saturday, May 7, at the Big Sandy Superstore
Arena. Marshall will be granting 2,863 degrees, the largest
number in school history.
Manchin, along with two others, also will receive a
Doctor of Humane Letters honorary degree during the
ceremony. The other honorary degree recipients are Joanne
Jaeger Tomblin, president of
Southern West Virginia
Community and Technical
College, and Atlanta banker
Richard D. Jackson.
The addition of Manchin,
Tomblin and Jackson brings to
155 the number of Marshall’s
honorary degree recipients.
“Governor Manchin has
been selected as the com-
mencement speaker and
recipient of an honorary
degree because of his unparal-
leled leadership during the
first 100 days of his administration,” Marshall Interim
President Michael J. Farrell said. “Marshall University is
proud to honor one of West Virginia’s most outstanding
governors during his first year in office.”
Farrell also praised Tomblin and Jackson for their
accomplishments since graduating from Marshall.
“President Joanne Tomblin has exceeded all expecta-
tions in her leadership at Southern West Virginia Commu-
nity and Technical College,” Farrell said. “Marshall
University is proud to present an honorary degree to her
Manchin to Give
Keynote Address
• May 5 – 7 p.m., School of Nursing recognition cer-
emony, Joan C. Edwards Playhouse
• May 6 – 4 p.m., Communication Disorders graduate
reception, Smith Hall Atrium
• May 6 – 3 p.m., Center for International Students
Programs graduation picnic, reception, and awards
ceremony, Buskirk Field
• May 6 – 7 p.m., Marshall Community & Technical
College graduation ceremony, Memorial Student
Center, Don Morris Room
(continued on page 3)
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Published by University Communications, with
offices in Huntington (213 Old Main) and South
Charleston (312 Administration Building).
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall! will
carry an issue date of May 13, 2005. Deadline is
May 6. Articles or
other materials for
consideration
should be sent to
Pat Dickson, editor,
at the South
Charleston campus
or by e-mail to
pdickson@marshall.edu.
As part of an ongoing year-long, campus-wide effort to
study its athletic programs, Marshall is required by the
NCAA to invite the public to make comments to the
University’s NCAA Self-Study Committee.
The self-study focuses solely on certification of athlet-
ics programs, and is expected to be finished sometime this
summer. Areas covered include academic integrity, gover-
nance, rules compliance, as well as a commitment to equity,
student-athlete welfare and sportsmanship.
The public may make comments to the NCAA Self-
Study Committee by visiting www.marshall.edu/ncaa.
Marshall’s written plan of study also is available at that
Web site.
NCAA Asks for Comments
Moore Wins Hedrick Outstanding Faculty Award
Dr. Mary B. Moore, an associate professor of English in
Marshall University’s College of Liberal Arts, was recognized
as MU’s 2004-05 Charles E. Hedrick Outstanding Faculty
Award winner at the closing faculty meeting April 21. The
award is named in honor of Charles E. Hedrick, a former
history professor and later Chairman of the Graduate Council,
who planned Marshall’s graduate program.
Moore has been teaching at Marshall since August 1995,
when she was appointed as an assistant professor. Previously
she taught at the University of California, Davis, where she
received her Ph.D. in English in 1994.
“Having had the pleasure of observing her teaching, I can
say without a doubt that she is a master of thoughtful lesson
design, impeccable classroom pacing, the creation of relevant
and challenging assignments, and the ability to involve all
students in a serious and constructive discourse on the
material at hand,” MU English professor Art Stringer said.
“Her work in and out of the classroom is rigorous, inspiring
and student-centered.”
In other awards recognized April 21, Dr. Bonita A.
Lawrence, an associate professor of mathematics in the
College of Science, was named as the Marshall & Shirley
Reynolds Outstanding Teacher Award winner. The Marshall
and Shirley Reynolds Outstanding Teacher Award includes a
$3,000 stipend, and all full-time faculty members who have
completed three or more years of service at Marshall are
eligible.
Lawrence has been at Marshall since 2000, first as an
assistant professor of mathematics, currently as an associate
math professor. Ralph W. Oberste-Vorth, chair of the math
department, said Lawrence is one of the university’s best
math teachers.
“Dr. Lawrence’s teaching evaluations are among the very
best in the department,” Oberste-Vorth said. “She is also
active in advising and curriculum review and development.
She heads the Mathematics Literacy Committee. She oversees
the master’s program and is our graduate advisor. In addi-
tion, I have heard numerous students sing her praises,
including students who failed her course!”
Three professors won the Pickens-Queen Excellence in
Teaching Award, which honors outstanding junior faculty.
They are Dr. Janet L. Badia, assistant professor of English in
the College of Liberal Arts; Brian M. Morgan, assistant
professor of Integrated Science & Technology in the College of
Science; and Dr. Kathie D. Williams, assistant professor of
History in the College of Liberal Arts.
Each of the Pickens-Queen Teacher Award winners
receives a $1,000 stipend. All full-time, tenure-track faculty
who are at the instructor/assistant professor rank and who
have completed six or fewer years of service at Marshall are
eligible.
The Classified Staff Council will hold an election to
choose the classified staff representative to the Advisory
Council of Classified Employees (ACCE) for the 2005-07
term. Incumbent Stephanie Neal has accepted a position at
the Marshall University Community and Technical College
and can no longer serve in this capacity.
Nomination forms have been sent to the classified staff
by campus mail. These forms should be returned to the
Staff Council Office no later than Monday, May 9. No
nominations will be accepted after that date.
Staff Council Seeks ACCE Representative
Dr. Mary Moore received the Hedrick Outstanding Faculty Award from
Interim President Michael J. Farrell.
(continued on page 4)
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because of these accomplishments and her distinguished
status as one of our alumni.
“Richard Jackson is a distinguished alumnus whose
banking, military and writing careers have reflected great
honor upon Marshall University. His service as a member
of the Yeager Scholars Board of Directors and of the
Marshall University Alumni Association continue his
long-standing contribution to the university.”
Here is a brief look at each honorary degree recipient:
Joe Manchin III
Born and raised in the small coal town of Farmington
in Marion County, Manchin’s dream was to play football in
the National Football League. His athletic skills won him a
scholarship to West Virginia University but after a career-
ending knee injury he realized he needed to get an educa-
tion if he wanted to improve his life and provide for his
family. He received a bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration from West Virginia University in 1970.
After graduation, Manchin returned to Marion County
where he became head of a family-owned carpet business.
Later he was the owner of a privately held natural re-
sources company.
He began his career as a public servant with his
election to the House of Delegates in 1982. In 1986, he won
a seat in the West Virginia State Senate, winning re-election
in 1988 and l992. He was elected Secretary of State in 2000
and through his Saving History And Reaching Every
Student (SHARES) program, his office promoted democracy
to schoolchildren and registered 42,000 high school
students to vote.
As a member of the Legislature from 1982 to 1996, he
earned a reputation for standing up for West Virginians to
improve schools, protect veterans and senior citizens and
create jobs.
Joanne Jaeger Tomblin
Tomblin, a transplanted New Yorker, brims with
enthusiasm, not only for Southern West Virginia Commu-
nity and Technical College, but for the state
she’s called home since coming to West
Virginia as an undergraduate. She is one of
the state’s biggest boosters, a proud one-
woman Chamber of Commerce touting West
Virginia’s natural assets, especially its
people.
After receiving two degrees from
Marshall University, Tomblin had a successful career in
television news reporting before moving to Southern West
Virginia, where she contributed her multi-faceted talents to
agencies working for the betterment of people in that area.
She joined the Southern West Virginia CTC staff in 1981,
and soon became an integral part of that institution,
holding a variety of positions. The college she championed
so enthusiastically and loyally and served so faithfully
named her its president in November 1999.
Richard D. Jackson
Jackson is a 1959 graduate of Marshall, where he
played basketball and football, and ran on the track team.
He is chairman of the board of Atlanta-based
ebank Financial Services, Inc., and a director
of Schweitzer-Maudit International, Inc., also
headquartered in Atlanta. Previously, he held
the positions of president and chief executive
officer of two banks in Atlanta.
Jackson served in the United States
Marine Corps for eight years and was
awarded the Silver and Bronze Stars and Vietnam Cross of
Gallantry for action in Vietnam. He has written three books,
including his most recent publication titled, “Too Stupid to
Quit – Banking and Business Lessons Learned the Hard
Way,” which is used for textbook reference in Marshall’s
Lewis College of Business. He also wrote “Yesterdays are
Forever, a Rite of Passage through the Marine Corps and
Vietnam War,” and “The Last Fast White Boy,” a story on
athletics at Marshall in the 1950s.
Record Number
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• May 6 – 7 p.m., Huntington Graduate Hooding Cer-
emony, Big Sandy Superstore Arena
• May 6 – 7 p.m., School of Medicine Doctoral Investiture
Ceremony, Joan C. Edwards Playhouse; U.S. Sen. Jay
Rockefeller, D-W.Va., is the featured speaker.
• May 6 – 7 p.m., St. Mary’s Nursing graduation,
Highlawn Church
• May 7 – 10 a.m., Marshall University’s 168th com-
mencement, Big Sandy Superstore Arena
• May 7 – Noon, College of Health Professions gradua-
tion, Big Sandy Superstore Arena
• May 7 – 12:45 p.m., College of Science graduation
ceremony, Joan C. Edwards Playhouse
• May 7 – 12:45 p.m., College of Fine Arts Graduation
Brunch, Palms Room of the Touma Building
• May 7 – 1 p.m., College of Liberal Arts graduation
ceremony, Big Sandy Superstore Arena
• May 7 – 1:30 p.m., School of Journalism graduation
ceremony, Smith Hall Atrium
• May 7 – 1:30 p.m., Lewis College of Business gradua-
tion ceremony, Cam Henderson Center
• May 7 – 2 p.m., School of Extended Education gradua-
tion ceremony, Harless Dining Hall
• May 7 – 3 p.m., College of Education and Human
Services graduation ceremony, Huntington City Hall
Auditorium
• May 15 – 2 p.m., Mid-Ohio Valley Center Nursing
reception, MOVC in Point Pleasant
Faculty/Staff Achievements
Dr. Michael Castellani, Professor of Chemistry, co-
organized a workshop on Undergraduate Posters at the
Statehouse, in Washington, D.C. with John Mateja of Murray
State University. The event was designed to develop a best-
practices model for hosting undergraduate research and
creative activities days in state capitols. He also coordi-
nated Posters on the Hill with Samuel Abrash of the Univer-
sity of Richmond, a similar event for the U.S. Congress.
Dr. Jose Morillo attended the Annual Kentucky Foreign
Language Conference April 21-23, where he presented a
paper titled “Homosexuality in Franco Spain.” He will
chair a panel and read a paper, “Catalonia and the Colo-
nial Condition,” at the Foreign Language Conference in
Cincinnati May 12-14. His essay, “The Spanish Labyrinth:
Nation and the Nationalism in the Cinema,” has been
accepted for publication in Ojancano, a magazine devoted
to Spanish literature.
Dr. Thomas E. Wilson, Professor of Physics, presented a
talk, “Fabrication of Granular Aluminum Superconducting
Microbolometers—Solution to the Contact Resistance
(continued on page 4)
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Joanne Tomblin
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Problem,” at the Spring meeting of the Ohio Section of the
American Physical Society, held at the University of Dayton,
April 8-9. He, Dr. Nicola Orsini, and Dr. Seiji Takemae, all of
the Department of Physics and Physical Science, were the
faculty chaperones for 11 physics majors who attended the
conference. A meeting between former and current physics
students is expected to provide a link resulting in possible
summer internships, capstone projects and possible
graduate work at the University of Dayton.
Wilson also was co-author, along with Mark Uslan,
Director of the American Foundation for the Blind TECH in
Huntington, physics major Steven Taylor and Jack Terry of
the VA Medical Center in Huntington, of a paper presented
by Paul Schroeder, Vice President of Programs and Policy
for the American Foundation for the Blind, at the Vision
2005 Conference. That conference is the world’s largest
conference on issues concerning people with sight prob-
lems and was hosted by the Royal National Institute for the
Blind in London April 4-7. The paper presented was
“Developing Research-Based Guidelines for Improving
Access to Small Screen Displays.”
Hedrick Award winner Mary Moore, after watching
assistant professor of English Dr, Janet L. Badia teach, had
this observation: “I can assert without hesitation that Janet
Badia’s professionalism, energy and engagement with all
aspects of her profession make her a fine teacher.”
Badia has 4-1/2 years of full-time service at Marshall.
Assistant English professor Sherri C. Smith said Badia has the
students’ needs in mind when teaching a course. “I have seen
firsthand not only the influence she has had on her students
over time, but also the influence she has had on me,” Smith
said. “Dr. Badia is everything a university could want in a
teacher-scholar.”
Brian M. Morgan has more than seven years of full-time
service at Marshall, including more than four years teaching.
Marques D. Jones, a Web Site Administrator with Bloss &
Dillard Inc. Insurance Managers, took Morgan’s classes
during his undergraduate days at Marshall. “During my
undergraduate studies I learned more from Brian Morgan’s
classes than any other professor at Marshall University,”
Jones said. “There is no way I can put on paper how much he
has helped me and numerous other students within the IST
program as a professor and a friend.”
Morgan also helps his students outside the classroom.
“To be worthwhile,” Morgan said, “I make myself available to
students outside of class. I have an open-door policy, holding
extra office hours, and am available via e-mail. I feel that
teaching is more than simply feeding students facts – it is
about being there to help them find the answers that will solve
problems.”
Dr. Kathie D. Williams believes that history is much more
complicated than outcomes, dates, laws, and names.
“People in the past, just as people today, argued,
struggled with their consciences, felt ambivalent, were
distracted by their everyday lives, and often believed they
were right even when the majority of opinion was stacked
against them,” Williams said. “My job as a history teacher is
to show the past not as a seamless narrative, but as a riotous
time where conflict was much more prevalent than consen-
sus.”
Last fall, student Jessica Caldwell enrolled in History 581
– her fourth class with Dr. Williams. “There are many reasons
why I continue to enroll in her highly-recommended classes,
not the least of which is her unique style or methods of
teaching,” Caldwell said. “I have heard many undergradu-
ates complain that ‘history is boring.’ However, there is
nothing boring about Dr. Williams’ classes.”
Williams has been at Marshall for four years.
“Kat is one of the most popular teachers at Marshall
University,” history professor David Woodward said. “She
brings passion and commitment to her classes and has a loyal
following.”
Five individuals received the Distinguished Service
Award. To qualify for Distinguished Service Awards, persons
must have at least 20 years of service at Marshall, a record of
distinguished service to the administration and/or college,
and a record of distinguished teaching as evidenced by peer,
administrative and/or student evaluation. Each of the
Distinguished Service Awards winners receives $1,000. They
include:
· Linda Dobbs, associate professor, 23 years, Music
· Roger Adkins, professor, 25 years, Finance & Economics
· Raymond Busbee, professor, 26 years, Exercise Science,
Sport & Recreation
· E. Noel Bowling, professor, 30 years, Reading Educa-
tion
· David Woodward, professor, 35 years, History
Three individuals received the Distinguished Artists and
Scholars Award. To be eligible, a faculty member must be tenured
or hold a tenure-track appointment. The purpose of the award is
to recognize distinction in the fields of artistic and scholarly
activity on the part of Marshall faculty. The 2004-05 Distin-
guished Artists and Scholars Award was given to:
· Professor Ashok Vaseashta, senior recipient in the field of
Science and Technology, College of Science, Physics.
· Professor Edwina Pendarvis, senior recipient I the field of
Arts, Social Sciences, Humanities, Education and
Business
· Assistant Professor Jennifer Mak, junior recipient among
all faculty, College of Education and Human Services,
Sport and Recreation
Also, Marshall recognized 12 retiring faculty who
represented a combined 299 years of service. They are:
· Dr. Allen Arbogast, Geography, 17 years of service;
· Dr. Joyce E. East, Humanities at MUGC, 15 years of
service;
· Dr. Steven Hatfield, Mathematics, 42 years of service;
· Gary Jarrett, Sociology and Anthropology, 23 years of
service;
· Dr. Helen Linkey, Psychology, 16 years of service;
· Dr. Victor Lombardo, Special Education at MUGC, 29
years of service;
· Dr. Sandra Parker, Exercise Science, Sport & Recreation,
15 years of service;
· Dr. K. Venkata Raman, Surgery, 11 years of service;
· Dr. Frank S. Riddel, History, 35 years of service;
· Dr. Michael Seidel, Biological Science, 26 years of service;
· Dr. Troy Steward, Jr., Political Science, 32 years of service;
 · Dr. David Stooke, English, 38 years of service.
Dr. Linkey wasrecognized posthumously. She died Saturday,
April 9.
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